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5 Japanese H-I1 Launcher

o oo The H-11 is an all-Japanese ELV in the 20,000-1b class designed to loft payloads for NASDA (the

I Japanese space agency), and also to compete with Ariane and Atlas in the world space launch marketplace.

R To date, the H-11 has made 7 launches, including two failures. Asaresult, the final launch has been

: I cancelled, and its future as a commercial launcher isin doubt. High production costs, excessive complexity,
and alack of launch opportunities (the fishery unions will only alow them to launch during two months

u of the year) all combine to make the H-I11 uncompetitive.

Currently, an upgrade program isin progress to simplify the H-11 to make it less expensive to build.

Two visually distinctive versions of the H-11 have been flown. The first, with the straight payload fairing as shown
above, wasflown on flights 1 and 2. Flights 3 and 4 carried two payloads each and featured alarger, hammerhead fairing,
and two small strap-on motors (Small Solid Boosters, or SSB’s) in addition to the two large SRB’s.

This kit will allow you to build either version.

Thiskitisaresinkit. Itisnot up to the standards of professional mass-produced injection-molded kits; on the other hand,
there are no such kits of the H-11. Y ou will need to trim flash off of parts, sand parts to fit, and fill gaps and holes with
plastic putty.

Before beginning, take inventory of your parts. Compare them with the kit instructions, and familiarize yourself with
both. Now would be a good time to wash al resin partsin soap and lukewarm water, as thiswill wash off any “weeping” that
may have come off the resin during shipping.

Use of acyanoacrylate glue (Super Glue) or a fast-setting epoxy is recommended.
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H-Il Painting/Decal Guide

The H-I1 isfinished in four colors:

Gloss White -
Cream -
Rusty Orange --
Aluminum --

SRB’s, SSB’s, Engine Bay, and Payload Fairing
Interstage and First Stage I ntertank

First and Second Stage tank exteriors

First Stage engine, and interior parts (second

stage, intertank interior, etc.)

Note the official NASDA cutaway below gives a good idea of the overall layout,
but isinaccurate in color and some surface details.
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Here are some more H-11 shots, to put it all in perspective:
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